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The air is guaranteed to be frosty and the 
excitement palpable when thousands from 
around the region gather for the 2014 
running/walking of the Pumpkin Plod.

As synonymous for many as turkey and 
stuffing, the race has become a holiday classic 
for hundreds of families and friends, who 
begin Thanksgiving morning with a 3-mile walk 
or 6-mile run through the streets of Highland 
and still make it home before the first kickoff.

This year, which marks the 39th running of 
the race that awards pumpkin pies to the top 
finishers, the town is welcoming the area’s 
premier running club, the Calumet Region 
Striders. Members receive a $1 discount.

“This event has been popular since the first 
year it was run,” Recreation Director Dave 
Byers said. “If you don’t already have plans 
for Thanksgiving morning, you still have a 
few weeks to get in shape for the walking or 
running portions of the race. It is such a good 
time. See you there!” n

ABOUT THE RACE
Join your friends and neighbors 
for this holiday tradition.

WHEN: 9 a.m. NOV. 27 
WHERE: Race begins at 
Kennedy Avenue and Jewett 
Street and ends at Lincoln 
Community Center. 
INFO: Call (219) 838-0114 or 
visit www.highlandparks.org.

RUNNER REGISTRATION
• ADVANCE: Register by  

5 p.m. NOV. 24: $20 with 
shirt, $15 without shirt

• RACE DAY: $25 with shirt,  
$20 without shirt

• $1 off for pre-registered 
Cal-Strider runners

WALKER REGISTRATION
• ADVANCE: Register by  

5 p.m. NOV. 24: $15 with 
shirt, $5 without shirt

• RACE DAY: $20 with shirt,  
$10 without shirt

HIGHLAND STUDENTS’ ART ON DISPLAY THROUGHOUT DOWNTOWN
Take a stroll downtown to visit any one of more 
than three dozen businesses hosting the 2014 
Downtown Autumn Art Gallery.

A total of 40 individual artworks are on display 
through November at locations along Highway, 
Jewett and Kennedy avenues. Organized by 
Joanna Smith, a member of Highland Main 

Street and completed under the direction of 
Lauren Evers, each one of the pieces was created 
by a student at Highland Christian School. 

“We have many residents who tell us how much 
they enjoy the art,” Redevelopment Director 
Cecile Petro said. “These are beautiful pieces 
that students worked hard to create for us.”

The seasonal galleries are the brainchild of 
Highland Main Street members, who want to 
give Highland residents another reason to visit 
downtown businesses.

“The arts add another dimension to our com-
munity,” she said. “It is wonderful to see how 
people are responding to this program.” n

SHOW HOLIDAY SPIRIT
If you’ve ever thought your front 
evergreens could be made more festive 
with bows and tinsel or your business 
facade could better reflect the glow 
of the season with warm white lights, 
Highland Main Street members are 
asking you to give it a try.

“We want to put Highland on the map 
as the best decorated community in the 
region,” Redevelopment Director Cecile 
Petro said. “To help us do that, we are 
asking businesses and residents to go 
all out with decorations for the 2014 
holiday season.”

LEAF COLLECTION ONLY
It’s that time of year when Public Works 
switches from branch pickup to leaf 
collection. Please refrain from trimming 
your trees unless absolutely necessary. 

There will be no branch collection 
in December, January or February. 
Residents can bring branches and other 
yard waste to the Public Works Facility 
located at 8001 Kennedy Avenue and 
dump them at no charge.

INFO: Call (219) 972-5083.

SUPPORT OPERATION SOS 
Operation SOS – Support Our Service 
members – needs your donations of 
items and cash to send cheer boxes to 
service members who will be overseas 
during the holidays. 

Donated items may be dropped 
off through Nov. 18 at Town Hall, 
Lincoln Community Center and Miles 
Bookstore on Jewett. A packing party 
will be held from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Nov. 23 at Wicker Park Social Center.  
Anyone wishing to contribute cash to 
help pay for shipping should make a 
check payable to: Operation SOS, P.O. 
Box 9308, Highland, IN 46322.

INFO: For more details, please call 
Colleen Aguirre at (219) 923-5799.

PUMPKIN PLOD
Highland’s 39th annual ...


